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THE PILLARS OF ISLAM 

The Messenger of Allah .a stated that Islam is based on 
five [things]: 

pCiii r uij Ai jjLj Ij Li- ofj Joi Vi .di V it 

1. The Shahadah (testimony): La ilaha illa-Allah, Muhammadur 
Rasuhtllah (None has the right to be worshipped but Allah, and 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah). 

2. Iqamat-as-Salat (to offer the compulsory congregational 
prayers dutifully and perfectly). 

3. To pay Zakat ( Zakdt is mandatory charity. When a Muslim 
owns 85 grams of gold or its equivalent in cash, 2.5% must 
be paid after possessing this quantity for a year. Zakat is also 
due on other forms of property, the details of which will be 
discussed later). 

4. Hajj (the greater pilgrimage to the House of Allah in 
Makkah) for whoever is able to do so. 

5. To observe Saum (fasting during the month of Ramadan): 
[With the intention to abstain from the start of dawn until 
sunset from food, drink and everything else which breaks 
(invalidates) the fast], 

(Agreed upon)! 1 ) 


111 Through out the book henceforth, a Hadith related by Bukhari and Muslim 
both will be called agreed upon. 


THE PILLARS OF IMAN (FAITH) 

To believe in: 

1 Allah [in His Existence, His Oneness in His Attributes, His 
deserving to be worshipped and supplicated and His right to 
legislate]. 

2. His angels [beings created from light for obeying Allah’s 
Orders]. 

3. His Books [the Torah, the Gospel of Jesus, the Psalms of 
David and the Qur’an which is the best of them], 

4. His Messengers [the first of them was Noah and the last of 

them was Muhammad being the Seal of the 

Prophets]. 

5. The Last Day [the day of resurrection for the reckoning of the 
people according to their deeds, and their appropriate 
compensation (award or punishment)]. 

6. And to believe in Qadar (Divine Preordainment) [that all 
which occurs of good and evil is by Divine decree, 
accompanied by the employment of means to achieve desired 
results with satisfaction of what happens of good or bad, the 
sweet and the bitter, because it occurs by Allah’s Decree]. 
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THE MEANINGS OF ISLAM, IMAN AND IHSAN 

Umar ^ narrated: 

^ - 3H - J>l Xs- UL. 

tSji ^ ./*•“ Jl ^b*" Jjd -1 J>-j Up » 

<jr^ ill cr^“ Jf* - *A>-I Ia “dj-x; Vj j_L Jl ^Jl <JU 

‘ cs-^ vX) ill J-L-ti _ ^ _ 

: - ^ _ 4 J 1 I J^j jlii ? ^>Cyi ^p jllstU : jtij 
Al J & u£ d\j 4 Jol VI ilj V 3‘ l*ii if 

91 1 jUi) fjJaJj tSlSjJl Jjy t siC»3l ji-Ay 

. xiUijj <JU J Ui _ cJU> jli _ ^Ul <uJl C.xk~Jil 
ill; 01 : JU 4 0L*jVI j^p : jli 

jli . o^j *jf- jliib j*yj pjiilj d-ji 4_^j 
lilitS’ x»l j_*j 01 jli - OLi^-Vl jjp jli . 4 *-«'i 
jli _ ipLJl J^p-li : jli . jl^j <;li »| ly jl jli olji 

. jiilii ^ fiJ.1 Qi jjiUi 1 . 

Ob l<sy <*Vl Oii 01 : jli tjst jlil ^p Jj^-li : jli 

. lOiilii j OjJjikl -tin *Ipj iluJi sijUi siLLii 
^j-^i : tpJ , -)ii y-* d lii jtei 

. (HpI J»i ^ «? JJllJI t y. 

■ |UUI <-llis : jl— 5 


One day while we were sitting with Allah’s Messenger j-c 
^ u, jii a man suddenly appeared before us, wearing a very 
white dress and having very black hair, without any signs 
of journey upon him, and none of us knew him. He 
approached until he sat before the Prophet a 0* <» with 
his knees touching the Prophet’s knees and he placed his 
hands on his thighs and said, “O Muhammad inform me 
about Islam’-’AUah’s Messenger <j-j •> a* j- said, “Islam is to 
bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped but 
Allah, and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, to 
offer the Salat, pay Zakat, fast during the month of 
Ramadan and to make Hajj (the pilgrimage to Makkah) if 
you are able and have the means to make the journey.” 
The man said, “You spoke the truth.” We were surprised 
at his asking and confirming at the same time. He said, 
“Inform me about Iman. ” The Prophet fL, said, 

“Iman is to believe in Allah, His angels, His Books and 
Messengers, the Last Day and to believe in the Divine 
Preordainment of all that is good and evil.” He again said, 
“You spoke the truth.” He said, “Inform me about Ihsan" 
He ,j_j a <i» j- said: “ Ihsan (perfection) is to worship Allah 
as if you see Him; if you can’t see Him, surely He sees 
you.” He said, “Inform me about the Hour (Doomsday).” 
He said, “The one asked has no more 

knowledge of it than the questioner.” He said, “Inform me 
about its signs!’ He said, “(Its signs are) the slave-girl will 
give birth to her mistress and you will see the barefooted, 
naked, impoverished sheepherders competing with each 
other in tall buildings.” Then the stranger left. The Prophet 
A-j a <1# j- remained seated for quite a while, then he asked 
me, “O ‘Umar, do you know who the questioner was?” I 
said, “Allah and His Messenger know best.” He said, 
That was Jibrael, he came to teach you your religion.” 
C Muslim ) 
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